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r J HE COVER OF THIS NARRATIVE shows the obsolete, fabric-covered SB2U-1 dive bombers 
of Marine Scout Bombing Squadron 241 taking oil to attack the Japanese fleet striking force on 
the morning of 4 June 1942, during the battle of Midway. 
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Foreword 



The name Midway means much to Marines. At the very outset of war, when 
Midway’s sole garrison consisted of a Fleet Marine Force defense battalion stationed 
there in advance of hostilities, the Japanese found that here, as at Wake, Marines 
were ready. Subsequently, in the battle of Midway, the heroism of Marine fighter 
and di vo bomber pilots, who attacked effectively and unhesitatingly against tre- 
mendous odds, demonstrated once again that courage and discipline arc among the 
high traditions of our Corps, 

There is another lesson to be derived from the Marine story of Midway, how* 
ever, and that is the unity of the Fleet Marine Force as a completely integrated 
air-ground team. This, ton, is traditional, but it has never been better demonstrated 
than by the integration of Marine artillery and infantry (who secured the base) 
with Marine air which struck the first blow at the Japanese carriers from that base. 
While Marine fighters were slashing at enemy air, Marine artillerymen were shoot* 
mg the Japanese planes down, and Marine dive bombers were harrying the enemy 
fleet. 

This coordinated interaction by land and sea and air embodied the time-tried 
and proven doctrines of the Marine Corps in one of its primary fields: Lhat of the 
defense of advanced bases. To all students of this subject, I commend the story of 
M a ri ncs at M id way. 

^ 

G- B. CATES, 

GENERAL, U. S. MARINE CORPS, 
COMMANDANT OF THE MARINE CORPS. 
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Preface 






“Marinos at Midway” is an account prepared by the Historical Section, Division of Public Informa- 
tion. Headquarters, United States Marine Corps, of the role played by Marines in the base-develop- 
ment and defense of Midway Atoll. It is the third of a series of narratives intended to provide both 
student and casual reader v\ i 1 1 1 accurate and complete information on Marine Corps operations in 
World War II. As a .sufficient number of these monographs are brought to completion, these in turn 
will be edited for final compilation into an operational history of the Corps during the past war. 

This account is exactly what its title implies: the Marine story on Midway. Its scope is intention- 
ally limited to Marine history, and no attempt is made to give, full treatment of Navy or Army opera- 
tions in this locale, except as these impinge upon activities of Marine units. 

Acknowledgment for generous assistance must be made to the Historian of Naval Operations, 
Capt. Samuel Idiot Morison, USNR, and to Lieut. Roger Pincau, USNR, of the Office of Naval 
History. Commander K. John Long, USNR, of the Office of the Secretary of National Defense, pro- 
vided much assistance in assembly of illustrations. Cartographic serv ices were furnished by the 
Reproduction Department, Marine Corps Schools, Quantico, Va., and all photographs are United 
States Marine Corps, Navy or Army official. All personnel arc referred to herein by the rank held 
at the time described in the narrative. Dates and times are West longitude and local /one time unless 
otherwise indicated. Citations of United States Strategic Bombing Survey (USSBSj material, unless 
otherwise indicated, arc from “Interrogations of Japanese. Officials," Naval Analysis Division, USSBS, 
IM4b, and arc indicated briefly by the NAV-intcrrogation numbers found in that publication. 

Finally, however, credit must be given to the officers who, having served on Midway, unstintingly 
furnished much additional information of historical value by interview or in reply to Historical Section 
questionnaires. It is strongly hoped that these and others with first-hand experience will make possible 
further improv ement of this narrative either by submitting comments or, when in Washington, by vis- 
iting tin* Historical Section, Division of Publit Information, Headquarters Marine Corps, for interview 
and discussion of the points involved. 




DIRECTOR, DIVISION OF 1TBI.IC INFORMATION. 
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Birth of a Base 



•* * * 

. . the Pacific strategy of 1941 contemplated 
Goring our bases relatively secure against air 
l^ i( s ; hit-and-run surface attacks, or even minor 
n tngs. * * * Within and about the struc- 

suc h lightly-held but secure bases, the Pacific 
. rca Was expected to ply, awaiting the moment 
M n battle could be joined with enemy naval 
Ad Cf V ! ° nava ® forces with naval forces/' 

* ( miral Kimmcl put it in decisive action for 
^mrol of the sea. 

Kited States Marine Cor bs historical mono - 
gTa l> h > "The Defense of Wake'’ 

^’spite their entire disparity in outcome, Mid- 
^ a V a,l( J Wake, the two Central Pacific base- 
Cf nsc operations in which the Marine Corps 
Participated during 1941 and 1942, had much 
common. Even their differences, the very dif- 
C, °nccs which spelled surrender for Wake and 
victory at Midway, were those of degree and not 
of quality. 

Pi atoll was defended by a combination of 
ect Marine Force base-defense artillery and 
avi ation. From the viewpoint of these defenders, 



each 



Action was conducted with much the same 



>pc °f uiatcriel, and based upon identical tactical 
c°ncepi. s< Only in that Midway’s fortification and 
pdopment had commenced sooner; that more 
j. an cs, troops, and weapons were available ear- 
er; dial Midway was farther away from island 
enemy air bases; and, most important of all, that 
lc Pacific Fleet of June 1942, had recovered to 
,s °mc extent from the shock of December 1941 — 
° n ’y iu these matters of degree did the two opera- 
ll °ns differ. Yet it was this question of degree — 
Specially in regard to Fleet support — which per- 
lilted the successful defense of Midway. 

^ * u ‘ strategic importance of Midway had long 



been recognized. In 1938, the famous Hepburn 
Report, dealing with United States requirements 
for naval bases, had this to say t 

From a strategic point of view, an air base at Mid- 
way Island is second in importance only to Pearl 
Harbor. 1 

The Board, which derived its name from the 
senior member, Rear Admiral Arthur J. Hepburn, 
USN, accordingly recommended immediate de- 
velopment of Midway as a naval air and sub- 
marine base with facilities for two patrol-plane 
squadrons; two divisions of submarines; and pier, 
channel and turning basin within the lagoon for 
large auxiliaries. In conclusion, the Board in- 
cluded Midway in a select group of projects “nec- 
essary of accomplishment at the earliest practi- 
cable date,” 2 and recommended for Midway ex- 
penditures amounting to $13,040,000, which 
would, by 1943, accomplish the desired develop- 
ment/' 

Lying approximately 1,137 miles northwest of 
Oahu, Midway, outer rampart of the Hawaiian 
chain, had been recognized to be strategic as early 
as 1867 when the Secretary of the Navy, Gideon 
Welles, directed that Brooks Island, as it was then 
known, be claimed and surveyed for the United 
States. In 1869, Congress actually appropriated 
$50,000 for dredging an entrance channel and 



1 “Report on Nerd of Additional Naval Bases to Defend 

the Coasts of the United States, Its Territories and Pos- 
sessions,” House Document No. 65, 76th Cong., 1st sess., 
27 December hereinafter cited as Hepburn Report . 

par. 102. 

2 Ibid., par. 151 and “Summary of Recommendation*.** 
' Ibid., “Estimates of Obligations and Expenditures.” 
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